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Th
e next issue of Th

e W
estfield Philatelist, the M

arch/A
pril issue, 

w
ill be m

y last issue as editor and publisher. I have been editing and 
publishing our new

sletter since the spring of 2008 and although I have enjoyed 
putting each issue together, it is tim

e for m
e to step dow

n. A
s som

e of you 
m

ay know, I edit and publish tw
o study unit journals of the A

m
erican Topi-

cal A
ssociation —
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edical Philately 
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edical Subjects U
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ew
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of the A
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ll publications have publishing deadlines, and dead-
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ith three has absorbed too m
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y 
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e.Since I retired from
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edical career, philatelic obligations have been 
consum

ing m
ore and m
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e and have diverted m
e from

 the m
ain 

reason that I retired —
 to pursue m

y interest in m
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photography. I have also noticed that I have spent far too little tim
e actually 
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orking on m

y stam
p collections, w

hich is, in m
y opinion, the greatest joy 

for a stam
p collector. So, for the last couple of years I have been w

ithdraw
ing 

from
 som

e philatelic endeavors and redirecting m
y efforts to photography and 

personal philately. Stepping dow
n as editor of our club new

sletter is another 
step in that direction.

I w
ant to thank the m

em
bers w

ho have sent in articles, photos and notices 
for inclusion in our new

sletter as I am
 sure they w

ere enjoyed by the m
em

ber-
ship. But as I only produce Th

e W
estfield Philatelist on a bim

onthly basis, it 
doesn’t really fill the m

ain requirem
ent of a stam

p club new
sletter and that is 

to provide tim
ely new

s of club happenings. Th
at function has been adm

irably 
fulfilled by our secretary, Tom

 Jacks, w
ho every m

onth gives us all the infor-
m

ation that w
e need for our upcom

ing m
eetings and events, and Steve Rod, 

w
ho supplies us w

ith detailed auction listings.

M
e

m
b

e
rs in

 th
e

 N
e

w
s

N
icholas Lom

bardi
A

t Seapex, held Septem
ber 11-13, 2015, in Tukw

ila, W
ashington, the m

ulti-
fram

e G
rand Aw

ard w
inner w

as N
icholas Lom

bardi for “Th
e 1903 Tw

o C
ent 

W
ashington Shield Issue.”

M
artino Laurenzi

M
artino exhibited his collection of KG

V
 high values (“Th

e Seahorse O
ver-

prints at H
om

e and A
broad”) at STA

M
PA

 - the Irish N
ational Stam

p Show
 

H
eld in D

ublin, Ireland. H
e w

as pretty pleased w
ith the outcom

e, as the jury 
w

as kind enough to aw
ard him

 a gold.
K

. D
avid Steidley

In the January 2016 issue of Th
e U

nited States Specialist, D
ave’s article “Th

e 
17¢ D

om
estic A

irm
ail Rate”, describes tw

o elusive covers show
ing the 17¢ air-

m
ail rate, the only dom

estic airm
ail letter rate w

ithout its ow
n stam

p.
Steven J. Rod
Th

e N
ovem

ber/D
ecem

ber 2015 issue of Th
e A

m
erican Stam

p D
ealer and C

ol-
lector, presents Steve’s final part of his ten-part series on the U

.S. international 
philatelic exhibitions —

 “W
ashignton 2006”. Steve m

entions that the inaugural 
issue of this m

agazine, then called Th
e A

m
erican Stam

p D
ealer, m

ade its ap-
pearance at the show. 

i 
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y  Answers – November/December 2015 Philatelic Quiz  y

Q2.  What does the recent set of two stamps and sou-
venir sheet from Tristan da Cunha showing USS Hornet 
and HMS Penguin commemorate?
Ans. The last action in the War of 1812

On June 1, 2015, Tristan da Cunha issued two stamps 
and a souvenir sheet (Scott 1039-41) commemorating 

Q1. Saint Pierre et Miquelon recently issued a souvenir 
sheet showing the reconstructed Hermione. Of what sig-
nificance was the French frigate Hermione to the Ameri-
can Revolution?
Ans. It carried Marquis de LaFayette to America.
Acting as a liaison between the two countries Lafayette 
returned to France in 1779 to secure aid for the Ameri-
cans. On March 10, 1780, LaFayette departed from Port 
des Barques on the Charente River in southwestern 
France, arriving in Boston on April 28 with news that 
France was sending men and ships for George Wash-
ington. He traveled on Hermione, a 12-pounder, 32-gun 
frigate built nearby at Rochefort, France, and launched 
on April 28, 1779. The ship was involved in several 
battles during the American Revolutionary War and then 
returned to France in 1782. After subsequent service in 
India she ran aground off Le Croisic, France, in 1793 and 
was wrecked.

Q3. Who are Jason Lee and John McLoughlin and on 
what stamp are they depicted?
 Ans. They are depicted on the 1948 Oregon Territory 
Centenary stamp (Scott 964)
James Lee (1803–1845) was a 
Canadian Methodist mission-
ary who traveled to the Oregon 
Country in the mid-1830s and 
was instrumental in the settle-
ment of that area by Ameri-
cans.
John McLoughlin (1784–1857) was  a merchant for the 
Hudson Bay Company in charge of the Columbia Dis-
trict at Fort Vancouver for the Company. After resigning 
from Hudson Bay in 1846, he moved to Oregon City in 
the Willamette Valley and operated a general store that 
was famous as the last stop on the Oregon Trail. His ef-
forts on behalf of the American cause in Oregon Country 
earned him the title of “Father of Oregon”. Both men have 
statues in the U.S. Capital’s National Statuary Hall.

the battle between the USS Hornet and HMS Penguin 
on March 23, 1815, off the coast of Tristan da Cunha in 
the south Atlantic Ocean. Hornet was commanded by 
James Biddle (1783–1848) an American commodore in 
the United States Navy, who was wounded in the battle 
while Penguin was commanded by James Dickinson, a 
commander in the Royal Navy, who was killed during the 
battle. Penguin was captured and as she was badly dam-
aged in the engagement, she was set on fire and sunk.

The War of 1812 had actually ended on December 24, 
1814, with the signing of the Treaty of Peace and Amity 
in Ghent, Belgium, between Great Britain and the United 
States, but that news had not reached these ships before 
the battle.

[cont. on pg.4]

Q4. What country was known as Nyasaland?
 Ans. Malawi

1934 (Scott 34) 1986 (Scott 480)
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In the animal kingdom, the shells of snails and ammonites also show the logarithmic spirals related to the Fibonacci 
series. Ammonites are cephalopod mollusks that evolved during the Ordovician Period of the Palezoic Era (450–500 
million years ago) and, through a wealth of species numbering over 2000, became the dominant form of marine life 
in the Mesozoic Era (65–230 million years ago). Included within the Mesozoic Era is the Jurassic Period (135–180 
million years ago). Although the ammonites became extinct, the nautiloid type of mollusk from which they evolved 
persisted as the genus Nautilus which is found today in the Indian Ocean.

I believe the first stamps to actually acknowledge the Fibonacci numbers is a set of three issued by Liechtenstein 
on March 4, 2013, emphasizing the connection between nature and mathematics. The series is based on an exhibit 
by Georg Schierscher, a Liechtenstein mathematician, who sought to “awaken a joy and interest in mathematics and 
secondly, to demonstrate how deeply mathematics is rooted in the natural sciences”.

Hans Peter Gassner, a Vaduz graphic artist used three leaves of indigenous plants to demonstrate the leaves con-
form to a standard structural plan.

A good example of the Fibonacci series in botany is the spiral arrangement of seeds on the face of certain varieties of 
sunflowers where two sets of logarithmic spirals, one turning clockwise and the other turning counterclockwise, can 
be found. The number of spirals in each set is different and are usually adjacent Fibonacci numbers.

Sunflower
Great Britain 2000 (Scott 1919)

Sunflowers
Indonesia 1957 (Scott B106)

Virgatosphinctes transitorius (Jurassic ammonite)
Austria 1976 (Scott 1032)

Lytoceras fimbriatus (Jurassic ammonite)
Switzerland 1958 (Scott B274)

A photographic image of a vine leaf 
in autumn is paired with a “recon-
structed” leaf in a polar coordinate 
circle with a spiral raster. The num-
bers on the bottom represent the 
first 17 numbers of the Fibronacci 
sequence. 
Liechtenstein 2013 (Scott 1459)

A photographic image of a grape 
leaf is paired with a “reconstruct-
ed” leaf in a polar coordinate 
circle with a spiral raster. Here the 
numbers represent the quotient of 
the adjacent numbers which will 
approach the Golden Ratio.
Liechtenstein 2013 (Scott 1470)

A photographic image of a Japanese 
maple leaf is paired with a “recon-
structed” leaf in a polar coordinate 
circle with a spiral raster. The num-
bers at the botom of the stamp is a 
decimal representation of the Golden 
Ratio. 
Liechtenstein 2013 (Scott 1459)
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Malta Post issued a miniature sheet with a single €3.59 stamp for the centenary of ANZAC (Australian & New Zea-
land Army Corps) that landed on the beaches of Gallipoli (1). The Gallipoli Campaign which also involved British and 
French troops  was a failure for the Allies and after eight months, the Allied Forces were evacuated with total causalties 
of 68,502.

Malta played a significant role in the campaign as a backup base for the Royal Navy and as one of the major hos-
pitals in the Mediterranean with close to 58,000 men from the campaign treated on Malta. About 300 ANZAC troops 
who died from wounds suffered in Gallipoli are buried on Malta. In addition, about 800 Maltese volunteers went to 
Gallipoli to assist in the campaign digging trenches, working as stevedores unloading ships or handling the mules.

The stamp on the miniature sheet depicts two Red Cross workers, one of whom is obviously a nurse, treating a 
wounded soldier. Another soldier appears on the left. At the bottom of the sheet is the text "St. John Ambulance As-
sociation Malta Centre" and the symbol of the Red Cross and the eight-pointed Maltese Cross with four animals, the 
badge of the St. John Ambulance Association. (2)
Notes:

1) The Gallipoli Peninsula extends southwest from the south coast of Turkey and lies between the Dardenelles on the 
Southeast and the Gulf of Saros and the Aegean Sea on the northwest and west.
2) The St. John Ambulance Association was founded in 1877 in the United Kingdom and is dedicated to providing 
medical first aid including ambulance services. It also provides training for these services.
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